372	THE AMERICAN CONTINENT	Part Hi
year credit of $20,000,000, which remained outstanding during the
lifetime of the Machado Government.
In the hope of checking the continued fall in the price of sugar
after the temporary recovery of 1922-3, a 10 per cent, cut in pro-
duction was ordered in 1926, and in the next year President Machado
received special powers to control output, beginning with the crop
of 1926-7. A National Sugar Defence Commission was set up in
1927	to act as a selling agency, and several restriction schemes were
tried, including the Claret and Gutierrez plans, named after their
respective proposers. In February 1931 Cuba entered into the Chad-
bourne scheme, a five years' agreement with Belgium, Czechoslovakia,
Germany, Hungary, Java, and Poland. None of these schemes met
with any success in raising prices, owing to the general situation of
international trade, and to the increased production in other countries,
especially within the rising tariff wall of the United States.   The
Chadbourne plan only covered about 45 per cent, of world production
and did not include the United States.  Cuba agreed to reduce her
output by 36-5 per cent., a greater reduction than was accepted by
any other country tinder the agreement; and her producers still had
to face an increase of the American duty to 2 cents per Ib. under the
Hawley-Smoot Tariff of 1930.   Whereas in  1923  Cuba supplied
nearly 57 per cent, of the sugar consumed in the United States, by
1932 she only supplied 28-3 per cent., while Hawaii, the Philippines,
and Puerto Rico increased their percentage from 19-5 per cent, to
47*9 per cent., and prices fell from 5-89 cents in May 1923 to 0»57 cents
during 1932.
In spite of previous promises that he would not seek re-election,
President Machado ensured his own return to power in November
1928	by arranging that a Constitutional Convention should adopt
amendments to the Constitution of 1901 providing for a single
presidential term of six years. His opponents maintained that these
amendments, which were only to apply to his second term, were
unconstitutional, as they had not been referred to the Convention by
Congress. The President, however, had obtained the support of the
three recognized parties, the Popular Party, the Liberals, and the
Conservatives, and he forbade the organization of new parties.  He
repressed all opposition to his dictatorship by building up an efficient
and well-paid army, supplemented in 1931 by an auxiliary force
partly recruited from among criminals and called the Partido de la
Porra, or Bludgeon Party. A strict censorship was maintained, and
persons inconvenient to the Government were exiled or imprisoned
and frequently simply disappeared.   Some were shot after arrest,

